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Dear Local Member,

As you may be aware the Steve Irwin Wildlife Reserve is being threatened by strip mining.  A mining company has lodged mining lease applications which include approximately 12,300 ha of the Reserve.   I write to you today to urge you to support the protection of the Steve Irwin Wildlife Reserve.

The 135,000 ha property, in Queensland’s Cape York Peninsula, is home to a set of important spring fed wetlands which provide a critical water source to threatened habitat, provide permanent flow of water to the Wenlock River, and is home to rare and vulnerable plants and wildlife.

The proposed area for mining on the Steve Irwin Wildlife Reserve contains the head waters of irreplaceable waterways and unique biodiversity which will not recover after the mining operations are finished.

Thirty five different ecosystem types have been confirmed to occur on the Reserve to date.  This represents outstanding biodiversity.  They are all crucial parts of the bigger “jigsaw puzzle’ across the Wenlock and Ducie River catchments and provide critical habitat and corridors for a wide range of dependant wildlife and plants.

These animals, plants and their habitats need to be protected.  Potential impacts from threats such as water extraction, damming, and landscape alteration needs to be prevented.

Thank you very much, and once again I urge you to support the protection of the Steve Irwin Wildlife Reserve.
Sincerely,
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